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ONCE A STOP FOR COVERED WAGONS, LOVELOCK IS NOW A FREQUENT STOP FOR RV’ERS
Local Attractions Beckon the Road-Weary for Relaxation or Adventure

LOVELOCK, Nev. – In the heart of Nevada, nestled in the Big Meadows along the historic emigrant trail to California, lies an oasis for road-weary travelers and an ideal base camp for an area just waiting to be explored.  Lovelock is one of Nevada’s un-discovered treasures. Accessible off Interstate 80 and just 93 miles northeast of Reno, Nev., the town’s population of more than 2,300 is dwarfed by the big country that surrounds it.

Pulling off the highway and into Lovelock, travelers quickly discern that a walking tour of historic buildings and sites tell the story of the town’s beginning and growth since the mid-1800’s.  Birthed by emigrants as a rest stop on the trail and christened by the Central Pacific Railroad with a depot that still stands, Lovelock has been home to miners, farmers, ranchers and even a silver screen gem – Edna Purviance, Charlie Chaplin’s leading lady.  

A mandatory stop in Lovelock is the Lovers Lock Plaza, the nation’s only love-locking destination where couples can affix a lock to the “never-ending chain” to lock their love forever.  The tradition is a custom in China and has spread to the streets of Italy and now into the heart of Nevada.  The plaza is located behind the County Courthouse, a historic structure in its own right and only one of two round courthouses in the United States.  

Just outside of town, dirt roads crisscross the desert and hillsides beckoning off-roaders and ATV and motocross enthusiasts to rugged adventure. Among the tufa rock formations to the west of Lovelock, car racing enthusiasts will soon be able to enjoy the sport with a new speedway scheduled to open spring 2008. To the south and east off-roaders encounter the Lovelock Indian Caves, Fossil Hill and Kyle’s Hot Springs. Heading north, dirt trails lead to more evidence of the storied west including the old mining sites of Vernon, Seven Troughs and Sulphur.  Drive far enough and the parched earth of the Black Rock Desert comes into sight.  Perhaps the most valuable ore has already been mined from this peaceful desert, but more than one hundred treasures still remain for geocaching fans, hidden among the sagebrush and rocks.  Eyes and ears should stay alert for the bands of wild donkeys and horses as well as the occasional rattlesnake.  

Lovelock’s RV park offers wireless Internet access as well as proximity to the town’s eight restaurants and shopping.  Additional overnight RV parking is available at the Rye Patch State Recreation Area just east of Lovelock complete with a campground, dump station, public showers and restrooms.  

For more information on Lovelock and the Lovers Lock Plaza, contact the Greater Pershing Partnership at 775-273-7213 or visit www.LoversLock.com.
The city of Lovelock is located off Interstate 80 in central Nevada and serves as the gateway to “Nevada’s Cowboy Country.”  With a population of just over 2,300, the town is home to numerous historical sites and unique locations including Lovers Lock Plaza, the nation’s only love-locking destination.  Lovelock also serves as a base camp for adventure and activities including fishing, hunting, boating, hiking and geo-caching.  
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