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LOVELOCK, NEV.: FEATURE TOPICS

Lovelock Serves as a Gateway to Recreation and Adventure:  Lovelock, Nev., may look like a dot on the map alongside Interstate 80, but the town is becoming known as a destination base camp for adventure activities in “Nevada’s Cowboy Country.”  With several lodging and dining options, visitors can unpack in town and head out for exploration and fun.  The adjacent 40-Mile Desert offers history enthusiasts a glimpse at the trail that emigrants in the mid-1800’s passed along on their way to California.  The area is also home to several ghost towns, historical sites and Native American landmarks.  The mountain ranges surrounding the valley are traversed by trails and dirt roads perfect for single-track and off-road rides.  And, located just 22 miles to the east, is Rye Patch Reservoir and Rye Patch State Recreation Area offering fishing, boating and other water sports, picnicking, camping and bird watching. 

History is Alive in Nevada’s Lovelock:  Serving as the resting place for emigrants traveling to California during the mid-1800’s, Lovelock, Nev., has become a landmark in its own right as the home for numerous historical buildings and sites.  The restored Central Pacific Railroad Depot serves as the gateway to the town’s historical district which includes 30 buildings and locations, most notably the Pershing County Courthouse, one of two round courthouses currently in use in the United States.  Outside of town visitors can survey remnants of the emigrant trail, mining claims, ghost towns and Native American camps.
Lovelock Beckons Destination Weddings:  Lovers seeking an unusual twist for their wedding, might consider going a step past tying the knot by locking their love forever in Lovelock, Nev.  As the nation’s only destination where love can become officially locked, more and more couples are making the trip to Lovelock’s Lovers Lock Plaza and affixing an engraved lock on the town’s “never-ending chain” after exchanging “I Do’s.”  Lovelock has 11 local churches to accommodate weddings, along with catering and lodging services.  There’s even a historic bed and breakfast perfect for newlyweds located in Unionville, about 30 miles from Lovelock.

Road-Trippers Use Lovelock as Emigrants Did:  Nevada is a state built for road-trippers, crisscrossed with highways and byways full of scenic surprises and historic outposts.  In the heart of the vast desert along Interstate 80 lies Lovelock, nestled in what was once called Big Meadows by the emigrants on the California Trail and used as a resting place prior to their push across the Sierras.  Motorcyclists and RV’ers alike find that Lovelock serves the same purpose now as it did in 1849 by providing a pleasurable break from the road with dining, lodging, camping and recreation.  Whether stopping for an hour or a couple of days, the pavement weary can enjoy the opportunities the town has to offer including historical sites, hundreds of geocaching stashes, hiking, off-roading, cycling and picnicking.
Balloon Lovers Aloft: Rural locations have their advantages.  That’s the case in Lovelock, Nev., where the sky above the area is uncontrolled airspace, offering the opportunity for the annual Balloon Lovers Aloft hot air ballooning festival.  Each February balloon pilots gather for three days of flight over the town’s agricultural fields and Nevada’s rugged desert, competing to win the hare and the hound event as well as the ribbon race.  The festival coincides with Valentine’s Day allowing visitors to attend the event and visit Lovers Lock Plaza on the same trip.
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Geocaching in Lovelock Takes it Off-Road: The stubbly Nevada desert surrounding Lovelock hides modern treasures that a map won’t lead to.  But with the right coordinates and a four-wheel drive vehicle they can be added to the list of a geocacher’s finds.  More than 100 geocaches are hidden in Lovelock’s zip code inviting modern day explorers to hit the dirt roads in search of caches. 

For more information on Lovelock and the Lovers Lock Plaza, contact the Greater Pershing Partnership at 775-273-7213 or visit www.LoversLock.com.

The city of Lovelock is located off Interstate 80 in central Nevada and serves as the gateway to “Nevada’s Cowboy Country.”  With a population of just over 2,300, the town is home to numerous historical sites and unique locations including Lovers Lock Plaza, the nation’s only love-locking destination.  Lovelock also serves as a base camp for adventure and activities including fishing, hunting, boating, hiking and geo-caching.
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